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Pro&mda on Impomibility of Cros@gl‘romier

1 “In the Comunist Propagande a lot ig being said about guarding of frontierg s
huzerows patrols, mine fislds; police dogs,etc. The aim of that

is Practically impossible to cross the frontier 1llegally. Many people 5
those who live inside the gountry far from the frontier Zone, believe that
this is go, The propagands machine from time to time relesses stories
about People who allegedly tried and were eithey caught or shot, From

time to time g Tamily of a would.—'bg escapes receives a notification of 25X1
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Frontier Guard Posts L anen TeTe

"The segmeut of the frontier which was guarded by fromtler Kokicze unit was
five kilomsters long and ran alongside of the Tundze river. Near the village
of Fikiel, presently called Matoezin, the frontier line sepa,m'bes from ’she
river wlmi@h rung imto W.rkiah texritory.

"At the Kokicze post, there are about one hundred officers and ‘men belonging
to fromtier gwds units. In additiom in each of the villasges, there is -
so-called ‘fighting group’ composed. of young men who wemt through military
training, are members of the Party, or of the Dimitrov Youth Movement. Guns

belonging to the group are kept at ‘selsavet’, Eelwvieg and the uwnit is

led by the officers or NCO's of fromntisy mrds In cese of am alert, the
growp takes part in the fromtisr's operstion im the identical way the regular
border guard acte. In ow village such a group was compused of about ten
people apd was callsd upom For serviees at the frontier omnce or twice a month,
There were no regular training periods for the group.
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"At the Kokicze Post thers were four police dogs, three grey and one black.
They were taken out only during the night amd kept locked im the daytime.
They were always ahead of the patrol. ) R

"The patrols always welk alomg two paths: One on the frontier line and the
other about ome km inside the cowntry. In additiom to patrolling units,
hidden posts are set bigh on the top of the hills. In case of an alert,
all the uwnits set up ambushes in places where frontier crossing is the
easiest, PR

_ "At our gegment of the fromtier, there a there .is a X1
wids ot mj;ie‘r 50 om Digh. ’_,—m_num_ﬂm% ore. o5

Lomatigm @f" ‘La‘.zmd Mines

- In the ‘vielnity of Tuad: a,el@ae ‘to the villages of Komstantinove amd Fikiel,

there are places whers tbere are mwines. Im our ares| |also bad mimes, but 25X1
#inee the 1948 accident, the mines have been removed. A woman driving an ox
cart drove over a mine which exploded killing her and the animals.

Difficuities of G

ing River

"The last problem we Faced when crossing the.frontier was the river itself.
It was desp in places end hed a mumber of cascades. Ho one wnfamiliar with
the river and the entire area can hope to cross the fromtier.. :

Frontier Imstallations.

“About 1k kilometers from the;f;ontiéi}_, there is & belt of shelters, trenches,

barbed wires, antiaircraft guns and other similar ingtallstions.
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"The passport with a seal gave| |freedom of movemsnt within the limits of our 25X1
county. In order to go to another county, it was necessary to get an ‘open
letter® ('Otkrit list'). This document was issued by the county office of
militia in Topolovgrad. An application had to be filed at the ‘selsavet fin
owr village spseifying wheve one wanted to go amd for how long. 8uch an ‘open
letter’ waes reguired only in the pre-frontier area, and oms could travel Anside
the country withowt it. The control of these documentz is very strict if by any
chanece a stranger appears im the vieinity. In prectice the local people seldom
bother to ask for the letter when Boing to visit friemds im enother county. When
one is caught, one is likely to get a fine; but few people think of that. They
simply go and avoid control.Y
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